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SUBJ: POSSIBLE VISIT OF URUGUAYAN FOREIGN MINISTER ROVIRA 

1 . DURING MY LUNCHEON TALK WITH PEREZ CALDAS YESTERDAY (JANUARY 
WW) HE SAID HE THOUGHT IT WOULD BE HELPFUL IF THE NEW FOREIGN 
MINISTER, ALEJANDRO ROVIRA WERE TO GO TO WASHINGTON SOON 

TO DISCUSS RELATIONS/WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE. BELIEVING 
THAT MIGHT NOT BE SUCH A GOOD IDEA, AT LEAST IN THE IMMEDIATE 
FUTURE, I ATTEMPTED TO REDUCE ENTHUSIASM BY SUGGESTING 
THAT HIS VISIT IN THE DEPARTMENT MIGHT BE USEFUL IF THERE 
WERE SOME OTHER OCCASION LEGITIMATELY MOTIVATING A TRIP TO 
WASHINGTON. I ALSO INQUIRED ABOUT THE MINISTER'S HEALTH (HE 
SUFFERED A HEART ATTACK JUST BEFORE TAKING OFFICE), AND IN 
GENERAL SHOWED NO PARTICULAR ENTHUSIASM FOR THE IDEA AS OF NOW. 

AT AN APPROPRIATE TIME, HOWEVER, AND AFTER URUGUAY MAY HAVE 
TAKEN SOME STEPS TO IMPROVE ITS SITUATION, SUCH A VISIT MAY 
WELL HAVE MERIT. I AM MENTIONING THIS TO ALERT THE DEPARTMENT 
TO THE POSSIBILITY THAT PEREZ CALDAS MAY RAISE THIS ON HIS RETURN. 

2. IN A LATER CONVERSATION WHICH THE DCM HAD WITH URUGUAY'S 
UN AMBASSADOR GIAMBRUNO, THE LATTER CONFIRMED THE VARIOUS 
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INTERESTING POINTS WHICH PEREZ CALDAS HAD MADE TO ME (MVD 359) SUCH 

AS THE "ACTION COMMITTEE" ON HUMAN RIGHTS. GIAMBRUNO ALSO MENTIONED 

DISCUSSION OF A POSSIBLE VISIT OF FOREIGN MINISTER ROVIRA 

BUT SAYS HE COUNSELED DELAY UNTIL THE VISIT COULD BE RELATED TO 

SOME OTHER PURPOSE AND, ESPECIALLY, AFTER SOME PROGRESS 

HAS BEEN MADE ON BETTERMENT OF THE SITUATION. 
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3. ANOTHER POINT OF POSSIBLE INTEREST WHICH PEREZ CALDAS RAISED 
WAS HIS SUGGESTION IN THESE DISCUSSIONS THAT AN EMBARGO ON 
WILSON FERREIRA ALDUNATE'S PROPERTIES BE LIFTED. HE SAYS HE 
POINTED OUT HOW ADVERSE THE REACTION WAS TO THIS EMBARGO 
AS IT CAME AT A TIME WHEN WILSON FERREIRA WAS A WITNESS BE- 
FORE THE U.S. CONGRESS AND LED TO EXAGGERATED CHARGES THAT 
HIS PROPERTIES HAD BEEN ’ CONFISCATED" AND TO THE CHARGE AS 
WELL THAT THE GOU’S ACTION WAS AN EFFORT TO MUSSLE AND 
PUNISH A WITNESS BEFORE THE U.S. CONGRESS. THE WHOLE THING, 

PEREZ CALDAS RIGHTLY POINTED OUT. WAS AN EXAMPLE OF INCREDIBLY 
STUPID TIMING REGARDLESS OF WHETHER JUSTIFIED IN URUGUAYAN 
LAW AND ALSO THAT IT HAD ACCOMPLISHED NOTHING PRACTICAL SINCE, 
IN FACT, THE PROPERTIES CONTINUED TO BE MANAGED BY WILSON 
FERREIRA'S FAMILY AS INTERVENTORS. I TOLD THE AMBASSADOR 
THAT WHEREAS IT WOULD BE DIFFICULT TO ERASE THE EFFECT OF THE 
ACTION ITSELF, I COULD SEE NOTHING BUT BENEFIT TO 
URUGUAY FROM LIFTING THE EMBARGO IN TERMS OF ITS RELATIONS 
AND THE IMAGE IT PROJECTS. 
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